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Opinion

THE STAR’S EDITORIAL

E arlier this year, the initial
word on the Big Five Ideas
campaign from the Greater

Kansas City Chamber of Com-
merce officials included the notion
of a major Kansas City Arts Festival
in the image of the Edinburgh
festival. 

The hope was that such a festival
would begin as a local attraction
and build into a regional and ulti-
mately national attraction.

It was a great idea, and we
backed it.

Well, it’s nice to check things off
the city’s to-do list, especially be-
fore that list is even officially fin-
ished. But Kansas Citians, and this
city’s leaders, should pay attention
to the growing and impressive
11-day Kansas City Fringe Festival.
It’s everything dreamed of in an
arts festival, offering visual arts,
theater, music, fashion and per-
formance. This festival even has a
youth section — young performers
with family-friendly acts. Better
yet, it’s already here and is already
on its way to becoming a regional
attraction.

Often the best civic growth ideas
are organic, germinating from the
roots up. And things don’t get
much more organic than the Fringe
Festival. It started in 2005 as an
idea held by two groups, the cur-
rent festival organizers and the
Kansas City Public Library. As The
Star’s Robert Trussell noted, it was
a fringe festival started by people
who weren’t exactly sure what a
fringe festival should be.

Now it’s packed with interesting
and inventive acts. Today alone
there are about 80 offerings around
town, and the festival runs through
Sunday afternoon. It is not Edin-
burgh, which boasts 2,500 acts a
day. But Edinburgh wasn’t Edin-
burgh in the 1940s when it kicked
off with eight acts. The term
“fringe” comes from the time when
original acts were not able to get
into what was then the larger Edin-
burgh Arts Festival, so they set up
stages around the outskirts, or on
the fringe.

The chamber’s instinct to pro-
mote the arts is a good one. The
Kansas City arts community as a

whole is booming. From the pop-
ularity of First Friday galleries
tours in the Crossroads District to
the soon-to-open Kauffman Center
for the Performing Arts to the
fantastic new digs of the Kansas
City Ballet and the growing re-
gional and national reputation of

the area, our city is becoming
known as a center for the arts. First
Fridays led the way to second, third
and fourth Friday arts openings. It
would be a very smart move to
capitalize on and boost that image.

While organizers have shown
themselves adept at creating a lot

on a small budget, there is certainly
room for help in promotion to
attract both visitors and acts locally,
regionally, nationally and interna-
tionally. Last year, the festival grew
by 68 percent, totaling 14,000 tick-
ets sold. This year it will top 20,000
tickets sold, continuing a very
encouraging trend.

The bottom line: The Fringe
Festival is here and it is growing.
Kansas Citians unfamiliar with it
have a few more days to sample its
offerings. Give it a try and be able
to say in future years that you
helped it develop into part of this
city’s great arts success story.

Watch out, Edinburgh: Local events are a worthy venture

From fringe to mainstream, arts enrich KC
FRINGE FESTIVAL
The KC Fringe Festival
continues through Sunday
at various venues. Shows
cost $5 to $10 with the
purchase of a $5 festival
button. For show
information, go to
www.kcfringe.org or call
816-359-9195. 
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Laura Suddeth performed during “Inspiration,” part of the Fringe
Festival, at the Off Center Theatre in Crown Center.

As the Republican tea partiers merrily roll along in Washington, D.C., oblivious to the approaching financial
Armageddon, Wall Street is — and this is a technical term — tanking. Yes, the stock market is spooked by

what’s happening in the nation’s capital. Stock prices are plunging, bleeding hundreds of billions of dollars from the 401(k)
retirement accounts of millions of regular Americans. Too bad this kind of defiant attitude is going to cost Americans dearly.

Yael Abouhalkah, Kansas City Star editorial page columnist, on the Midwest Voices blog at voices.kansascity.com
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LETTERS
GOP out of touch

Republican Senate and
House members are proving
once again that they are
minions and lackeys of their
corporate elite overlords. 

They refuse to consider
removing tax loopholes that
line the pockets of big energy
companies and tax increases
for the very wealthy.

Meanwhile, the low and
middle class is being gouged
more and more. 

It seems they don’t really
care about ordinary Americans
anymore.

Thair Witmer
Overland Park

KC must fix problems
After reading The Star’s lead

July 25 editorial, “Fix KC’s
woeful economic development
program,” on Kansas City’s
effort to generate economic
development, I pose the fol-
lowing question: Why would
anyone move a business to
Kansas City with its crime-
infested neighborhoods and
failing schools, and also pay a 1
percent earnings tax for the
privilege?

I suggest that Kansas City
concentrate on correcting
these obvious problems. If
Kansas City is successful, the
business will follow. 

George J. McLiney Jr.
Kansas City

Editorial disservice
The Star’s July 19 editorial,

“No bid makes no sense,” plays
the game of “how many de-
grees of separation does it take
to make a connection to Koch
Industries?” 

In this case, the count is six.
The Attorney General (one)

hired a lawyer (two) who
works at a firm (three) that
employs his former campaign
chair (four) and counts Sam
Brownback (five) as a client, to
whom Koch’s political action
committee (six) has contrib-
uted. 

To be clear, Koch has noth-
ing to do with the Planned
Parenthood litigation that is
the topic of the editorial. 

The Star’s reference to Koch
is not only a stretch but a dis-
service to a company that
employs more than 2,300
Kansans and 50,000 Amer-
icans. 

Melissa Cohlmia
Director

Corporate Communication
Koch Companies

Public Sector LLC
Wichita

U.S. goes in wrong
direction on energy

Anyone on the face of the
earth who can read knows that
the United States uses far more
oil than its share, more than is
good for its citizens’ health. So
what do we do?

In Kansas we raise the speed
limit 75 mph. We now manu-
facture autos with engines of
395 horsepower or more.

The Republicans in Kansas
approve the construction of a
coal-burning power plant,
ignoring the effect on public
health. Democracy presumes
an informed electorate.

If this is true, the United
States is in danger and may be
headed for self-destruction.

Glenn Q. Pierce
Olathe

Hendricks column
Mike Hendricks seems an-

gry about a town hall meeting
that wasn’t in his July 25 col-
umn, “Yoder’s ‘town hall’ fea-
tures a bouncer.” 

In his commentary, Hen-
dricks and the 30 other people
who were denied access to a
private meeting are upset,
thinking they had a right to
attend a public meeting. 

They do have the right to be
angry — or at least they would
have, if it had been in fact a
town hall meeting. Hendricks

semi-clearly explains how it
wasn’t a town hall meeting.
Yoder spokesperson Alissa
McCurley told him, “I don’t
know why it was advertised as
such. … It was meant to be a
private coffee.”

Hendricks says this is bad
publicity for Yoder. Well Mike,
I think you’ve missed the boat
on this one. You see, it is you
who deserves the bad publici-
ty. You are the one who didn’t
fact check something you
learned about on the Political
Chips website.

Anyone who takes websites
at face value deserves to have
the door shut in his face. 

Your anger is misplaced. It
should go to the man in the
mirror.

Brian K. Kegerreis
Overland Park

AARP folly
I have two comments on

AARP: First, it does not in any
way, shape or form represent
the actual interests of seniors. 

Second, I don’t understand
the organization’s statement
that “Social Security can pay
100 percent of benefits for 25
years.”

The Social Security trust
fund has no money in it, and
Medicare’s will become in-
solvent soon. The money has
all been spent elsewhere.

The funds are both in reality

unfunded liabilities, amount-
ing to trillions of dollars the
government does not have.

Earle H. Comfort
Lee’s Summit

Losing America
I am a white man, a lifelong

Republican and a disabled
Vietnam veteran. I voted for
President Barack Obama and I
will again.

The tea party Republicans
don’t care about this country.
They only care about making
sure our first black president
fails. 

Our present financial sit-
uation is the result of blank-
check spending by the Bush
administration. Didn’t Vietnam
teach us anything?

Pay attention, America. You
are losing our country.

Thomas Rush
Topeka

Shared budget pain
Let’s see if I’ve got this

straight: Republican legislators
want to cut Medicare and
Medicaid, and maybe Social
Security. But increased taxes
on the wealthy and cuts in
corporate welfare are off the
table.

What’s wrong with this
picture? All the pain goes to
the middle class, and the
wealthy, who don’t need Medi-
care or Social Security, escape

unscathed.
Shows you which side the

Republican legislators are on.
How about a solution that lets
us all share this pain?

Carrol L. Fry
Maryville, Mo.

Keep Katie Horner
I worked in television in Los

Angeles for many years and
never knew a general manager
who could leave well enough
alone. 

Katie Horner is the only
meteorologist I have ever seen
who outshines the anchors on
the evening news. 

The Weather Channel de-
scribes a tornado threat with a
big, ill-defined red blob in the
center of the United States.
Katie would get on the air and
call upon two or three differ-
ent kinds of software so that
we came to understand (and
do our part to project) the
potential danger. 

She would give classes and
attend kids’ events. Katie’s live
coverage is television at its
best.

Hold on to the name of the
founder of that “fire Katie”
website. When that person’s
house is hit by an EF-5, I want
to send a mock sympathy card
as he goes sailing by, beseech-
ing us to help because they
can’t get his Hollywood-pro-
duced junk fiction.

Let’s begin a HireKatie.com
website.

Bill Doty
Overland Park

Cut salary of Congress
The president alone cannot

solve this country’s problems.
Congress needs to make the
necessary concessions to solve
the budget deficit before this
country is brought to its knees.

The first cuts should be in
the salaries of members of
Congress and their very gener-
ous benefits.

Julie O’Connor
Fairway

Old, failed hat trick
Keynesian economics is the

economic theory following the
principles of John Maynard
Keynes, characterized by a
belief in active government
intervention in economic
matters. Keynes argued that
the solution to an economic
depression was to stimulate
the economy through govern-
ment expenditures as well as
reduced interest rates.

So many people, including
New York Times columnist
Paul Krugman, are advocating
this type of economics to fix

our economy. 
I have to ask: Didn’t we just

try this with the stimulus?
Now they are saying we did
not spend enough. 

When a stimulus package is
created, the money has to
come from someone — via
taxes or by printing new
money. These are net nega-
tives to the economy.

Economic growth only re-
sults from producing more
goods and services, not from
redistributing existing income.
And that requires growth in
productivity and in the labor
supply. Productivity not only
increases wealth but also
wages and wage opportunities.

Politicians need to stop
pushing this failed theory and
try something that works.

Glenn Baker
Lansing

Kindness of strangers
My wife, Helen, and I were

having breakfast at Bob Evans
restaurant in Independence.
Our waitress slid into our
booth and informed us that
our meal had been paid for.

A lady had picked us as
recipients of a random act of
kindness. It was a very touch-
ing gesture that made for a
special day.

The lady had left the restau-
rant, and we did not have a
chance to thank her in person.
We wish to do so now.

We will have our eyes open
to pass this gesture on and
brighten someone else’s day.

Sam Kidd
Raytown

JUDGE’S OPINION

TO SEND LETTERS:
Visit the Letters website at
www.kansascity.com/letters
to submit your letter to the
editor. The website form,
with helpful reminders on
required information,
replaces an email address for
online submissions. You may
also mail letters of up to 150
words to Letters, The Kansas
City Star, 1729 Grand Blvd.,
Kansas City, MO 64108.
Online letters are preferred.

AS I SEE IT: The Star
welcomes essays of up to
600 words. An essay and a
color photo of the writer
should be sent by email to
oped@kcstar.com or by mail
to the above address.

All submissions are edited,
may be republished in any
format and become
property of The Star. 
Please include your
name, address and
daytime phone number. 
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